
Xo topic has caused more controversy and confusion about Aztec 

life than human sacrifice. Chroniclers, priests, 

filmmakers, and creative writers have repeatedly 

focused on it, some to condemn it, some to refute it ever took 

and some to understand the indigenous purposes and 

cultural meanings of ritual killing and the ritual of 

human flesh. That the Aztecs practiced ritual human sacrifice is 

doubt. but it is also dear that Spanish chroniclers 

the numbers and purposes of these sacrifices as a 

strategy to justify their own conquests and prodigious Yiolence 

:'viesoamcrican men. women, and children. Scholarship 

,tlso reYeals that many ancient cultures including the Romans, 

Greeks, .Japanese, Chinese, Africans, Andeans, and Egyptians 

human sacrifice, often in very numbers. Even 

the Aztec image in \i\/estern thought ranb them as the 

sacrificers in the world, there is no substantial 

'""'""',:,,L,u or documentary proof that they ritually killed more 

Evidence of human sacrifice 

During the of the battle between Spaniards and Aztecs 

for control of Tenochtitlan, Bernal Diaz del Castillo described 

his comrades forcibly up the steps of the 
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