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According to Jeannette Rodriguez’s Our Lady of Guadalupe; Faith and Empowerment among Mexican-American Women, she is a 
presence that exists for those who believe…a model of cultural strength that appears in both the secular and religious worlds . One 
woman called her “everything we as a people should strive to be: strong yet humble, warm and compassionate, yet courageous 
enough to stand up for what we believe in.”  

Some missionaries were concerned by the growing indigenous devotion to the Virgin. Catholic missionaries called her a “satanic” 
invention with strong ties to Aztec goddesses. Anti-apparitionist scholars say Juan Diego is not a historical person, as his remains have 
never been found. The story has no historical foundation. Our Lady represents the faith of a people in an image that was painted by an 
indigenous artist possibly named Marcos. 

Recent invocations of the Virgin of Guadalupe: 

Ester Hernández, La Virgen de Guadalupe (2010) 



Yolanda López, Guadalupe: Victoria F. Franco [her grandmother] (1978) 



 
 
Yolanda López, Margaret F. Stewart [her mother]: Our Lady of Guadalupe (1978) 
 



Yolanda López, Portrait of the Artist as the Virgin of Guadalupe (1978) 
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