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The Story of the Conquest as Told by the Anonymous Authors 

of Tlatelolco 

This account was. written in Nahuatl in 1528 by anonymous authors in Tlatelolco. Like 

several of the texts by Sahagún’s native informants, it reflects the pride of the Tlatelolcas 

in their home quarter of the city. It is probably the oldest prose document of all those 

drawn upon in this book. The original is now in the National Library in Paris, where it 

forms part of Unas anales historical de la nacion mexicana—the so-called Manuscript 22. 

 

Year 13-Rabbit. The Spaniards were sighted off the coast.  

Year 1-Canestalk. The Spaniards came to the palace at Tlayacac. When the Captain 

arrived at the palace, Motecuhzoma sent the Cuetlaxteca1 to greet him and to bring him two 

suns as gifts. One of these suns was made of the yellow metal, the other of the white.2 The 

Cuetlaxteca also brought him a mirror to be hung on his person, a gold collar, a great 

gold pitcher, fans and ornaments of quetzal feathers and a shield inlaid with mother-of-pearl. 

The envoys made sacrifices in front of the Captain. At this, he grew very angry. 

When they offered him blood in an “eagle dish,” he shouted at the man who offered it and 

struck him with his sword. The envoys departed at once. 

All the gifts which the Cuetlaxteca brought to the Captain were sent by Motecuhzoma. 

That is why the Cuetlaxteca went to meet the Captain at Tlayacac: he was only performing 

his duties as a royal envoy. 

Then the Captain marched to Tenochtitlán. He arrived here during the month called 

Bird,8 under the sign of the day 8-Wind. When he entered the city, we gave him chickens, 

eggs, corn, tortillas and drink. We also gave him firewood, and fodder for his “deer.” Some 
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of these gifts were sent by the lord of Tenochtitlán, the rest by the lord of Tlatelolco. 

Later the Captain marched back to the coast, leaving Don Pedro de Alvarado— The Sun— in 

command.   

An Incident During the Conquest (Codex Vaticanus A.) 

 

The Massacre in the Main Temple 

During this time, the people asked Motecuhzoma how they should celebrate their god’s 

fiesta. He said: “Dress him in all his finery, in all his sacred ornaments.” 

During this same time, The Sun commanded that Motecuhzoma and Itzcohuatzin, the 

military chief of Tlatelolco, be made prisoners. The Spaniards hanged a chief from Acolhuacan 
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named Nezahualquentzin. They also murdered the king of Nauhtla, Cohualpopocatzin, by 

wounding him with arrows and then burning him alive. 

For this reason, our warriors were on guard at the Eagle Gate. The sentries from 

Tenochtitlán stood at one side of the gate, and the sentries from Tlatelolco at the other. But 

messengers came to tell them to dress the figure of Huitzilopochtli. They left their posts and went 

to dress him in his sacred finery: his ornaments and his paper clothing. 

When this had been done, the celebrants began to sing their songs. That is how they 

celebrated the first day of the fiesta.  On the second day they began to sing again, but without 

warning they were all put to death. The dancers and singers were completely unarmed. They 

brought only their embroidered cloaks, their turquoises, their lip plugs, their necklaces, their 

clusters of heron feathers, their trinkets made of deer hooves. Those who played the drums, the 

old men, had brought their gourds of snuff and their timbrels. 

The Spaniards attacked the musicians first, slashing at their hands and faces until they 

had killed all of them. The singers—and even the spectators—were also killed. This slaughter 

in the Sacred Patio went on for three hours. Then the Spaniards burst into the rooms of the 

temple to kill the others: (hose who were carrying water, or bringing fodder for the horses, or 

grinding meal, or sweeping, or standing watch over this work. 

The king Motecuhzoma, who was accompanied by Itzcohuatzin and by those who had 

brought food for the Spaniards, protested: “Our lords, that is enough! What are you doing? 

These people are not carrying shields or macanas. Our lords, they are completely unarmed!” 

The Sun treacherously murdered our people on the twentieth day after the Captain left for the 

coast. We allowed the Captain to return to the city in peace. But on the following day we attacked 

him with all our might, and that was the beginning of the war. 

 

The Night of Sorrows 

 

The Spaniards attempted to slip out of the city at night, but we attacked furiously 

at the Canal of the Toltecs, and many of them died. This took place during the fiesta of 

Tecuilhuitl. The survivors gathered first at Mazatzintamalco and waited for the stragglers 

to come up. 
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Year 2-Flint. This was the year in which Motecuhzoma died. Itzcohuatzin of Tlatelolco 

died at the same time. The Spaniards took refuge in Acueco, but they were driven out by 

our warriors. They fled to Teuhcalhueyacan and from there to Zoltepec. Then they 

marched through Citlal-tepec and camped in Temazcalapan, where the people gave them 

hens, eggs and corn. They rested for a short while and marched on to Tlaxcala. 

Soon after, an epidemic broke out in Tenochtitlán. Almost the whole population 

suffered from racking coughs and painful, burning sores. When the epidemic had 

subsided a little, the Spaniards marched out of Tlaxcala. The first place they attacked and 

conquered was Tepeyacac. They departed from there during the fiesta of Tlahuano, and 

they arrived in Tlapechhuan during the fiesta of Izcalli. Twenty days later they marched 

to Tezcoco, where they remained for forty days. Then they reached Tlacopan and 

established themselves in the palace. 

There was no fighting of any kind while they were in Tlacopan. At the end of a 

week they all marched back to Tezcoco. 

Eighty days later they went to Huaxtepec and Cuauhnahuac,4 and from there they 

attacked Xochimilco. A great many Tlatelolcas died in that battle. Then the Spaniards re-

turned to Tezcoco again. 

Year 3-House. The Aztecs began to fight among themselves. The princes 

Tzihuacpopocatzin and Cicpatzin Tecue-cuenotzin were put to death, as were Axayaca 

and Xoxopehualoc, the sons of Motecuhzoma. These princes were killed because they 

tried to persuade the people to bring corn, hens and eggs to the Spaniards. They were 

killed by the priests, captains and elder brothers. 

But the great chiefs were angry at these executions. They said to the murderers: 

“Have we ourselves become assassins? Only sixty days ago, our people were slaughtered 

at the fiesta ofToxcatl!” 

 

Aztec Song of. the Shield 

On the shield, the virgin gave birth to the great warrior. On the shield, the virgin gave 

birth to the great warrior. 

On the mountain of the serpent, the conqueror, 

amid the mountains, 
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with war paint 

and with eagle shield. 

No one, for sure, could face him, The ground began to spin when he put on his war paint 

and raised his shield. 

Now the Spaniards began to wage war against us. They attacked us by land for ten 

days, and then their ships appeared. Twenty days later, they gathered all their ships 

together near Nonohualco, off the place called Mazatzintamaico. The allies from 

TIaxcala and Huexotzinco set up camp on either side of the road. 

Our warriors from Tlatelolco immediately leaped into their canoes and set out for 

Mazatzintamaico and the Nonohualco road. But no one set out from Tenochtitlán to assist 

us: only the Tlatelolcas were ready when the Spaniards arrived in their ships. On the 

following day, the ships sailed to Xoloco. 

The fighting at Xoloco and Huitzillan lasted for two days. While the battle was 

under way, the warriors from Tenochtitlán began to mutiny. They said: “Where are our 

chiefs? They have fired scarcely a single arrow! Do they think they have fought like 

men?” Then they seized four of their own leaders and put them to death. The victims 

were two captains, Cuauhnochtli and Cuapan, and the priests of Amantlan and Tlalocan. 

This was the second time that the people of Tenochtitlán killed their own leaders. 


