





CasTE, Racge, aAND CLAsSS

IN SPANISH CALIFORNIA
By Viadimir Guerrero

ABSTRACT: By comparing how three Spanish documents employ terms such as
espafioles, gente de razén, and various racial designators, Viadimir Guerrero
establishes a base from which succeeding scholars can more accurately evaluate
political realities, social fluidity, and racial meaning in the Spanish borderland of
Alta California.

INTRODUCTION

Although it has long been recognized that non-European Spaniards played
a significant part in the colonization of California, the extent of their par-
ticipation remains poorly understood and underestimated. It is the object
of this paper to demonstrate, on the basis of texts, that the vast majority
of soldiers and settlers who came to California during the Spanish period
were indigenous to the American continent. Close examination of civil,
military, and religious documents from the northern frontier will estab-
lish that the different usage of race and caste terminology in the region
obscured the true racial composition of the population.

By the middle of the seventeenth century, the population of New
Spain consisted of approximately equal numbers of whites, mestizos, and
mulattoes the sum of which was outnumbered five to one by the indig-
enous majority.! Or, stated another way, of fifteen individuals, one would
be white, two would be of mixed race, and twelve would be indigenous.
This had come about because, given the conditions of social coexistence
and high male-to-female-immigrant ratio, miscegenation had resulted in
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