6. Miantonomi Calls for Algonquian
Unity Against the English, 1643

A while after this came Miantenomie from Block-Island to Mantacut with a troop of
men ... ; and instead of receiving presents, which they used to do in their progress,
he gave them gifts, calling them brethren and friends, for so are we all Indians as
the English are, and say brother to one another: so must we be one as they are, oth-
erwise we shall be all gone shortly, for you know our fathers had plenty of deer and
skins, our plains were full of deer, as also our woods, and of turkies, and our coves
full of fish and fowl. But these English having gotten our land, they with scythes cut
down the grass, and with axes fell the trees; their cows and horses eat the grass, and
their hogs spoil our clam banks, and we shall all be starved: therefore it is best for
you to do as we, for we are all the Sachems from east to west. both Moquakues and
Mohauks joining with us, and we are all resolved to fall upon them all, at one ap-
pointed day; and therefore I am come to you privately first, because you can per-
suade the Indians and Sachem to what you will, and I will send over fifty Indians to
Block-Island, and thirty to you from thence. and take an hundred of Southampton
Indians with an hundred of your own here: and when you see the three fires that will
be made forty days hence, in a clear night, then do as we, and the next day fall on
and kill men, women, and children, but no cows, for they will serve to eat 6l our
deer be increased again. . . .



