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A NEGRO NATION
WITHIN THE NATION

Although Dr. Du Bois favored and fought for integration
and full equality throughout most of his life, there were
distinct periods when he believed that black Americans
could only achieve dignity and meaningful freedom through
their own organizations and without too much associa-
tion with or dependence upon the white community. One
purpose for this program was the development of "race
pride” which Dr. Du Bois always held of prime impor-
tance. While he was attacked as condemning the Negro
to a segregated way of life, he actually believed that only
through control over their own economic and political
life could black Americans achieve equality in American
society. In a real sense, Dr. Du Bois projected what later
became to be known as Black Power. This he set forth
in speeches, articles, and editorials, and it was a major
issue in Dr. Du Bois's resignation from the NAACP on
June 26, 1934, after which he spoke widely on the need
for voluntary segregation. "A Negro Nation Within the
Nation” was the theme of many of these speeches, and
was published in Current History of June 1935.
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No more critical situation ever faced the Negroes of
America than that of today—not in 1830, nor in 1861,
nor in 1867. More than ever the appeal of the Negro
for elementary justice falls on deaf ears.

Threefourths of us are disfranchised; yet no writer
on democratic reform, no third-party movement says a
word about Negroes. The Bull Moose crusade in 1912
refused to notice them;! the La Follette uprising in 1924
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was hardly aware of them;?2 the Socialists still keep them
in the background. Negro children are systematically
denied education; when the National Educational Associa-
tion asks for federal aid to education it permits discrimina-
tion to be perpetuated by the present local authorities.
Once or twice a month Negroes convicted of no crime are
openly and publicly lynched, and even burned; yet a
National Crime Convention is brought to perfunctory
and unwilling nbtice of this only by mass picketing and all
but illegal agitation. When a man with every qualification
is refused a position simply because his great-grandiather
was black there is not a ripple of comment or protest.

Long before the depression Negroes in the South were
losing "Negro" jobs, those assigned them by common cus-
tom-—poorly paid and largely undesirable toil, but never-
theless life-supporting. New techniques, new enterprises,
masgs production, impersonal ownership and control have
been largely displacing the skilled white and Negro work-
er in tobacco manufacturing, in iron and steel, in lumber-
ing and mining, and in transportation. Negroes are now
restricted more and more to common labor and domestic
service of the lowest paid and worst kind. In textile, chem-
ical and other manufactures Negroes were from the first
nearly excluded, and just as slavery kept the poor white
out of profitable agriculture, so freedom prevents the poor
Negro from finding a place in manufacturing. The world-
wide decline in agriculture has moreover carried the mass
of black farmers, despite heroic endeavor among the few,
down to the level of landless tenants and peons.

The World War and its wild aftermath seemed for a
moment to open a new door; two million black workers
rushed North to work in iron and steel, make automo-
biles and pack meat, build houses and do the heavy
toil in factories. They met first the closed trade union
which excluded them from the best-paid jobs and pushed
them into the low-wage gufter, denied them homes and
mobbed them, Then they met the depression.

Since 1929 Negro workers, like white workers, have
lost their jobs, have had mortgages foreclosed on their
farms and homes, have used up their small savings.
But, in the case of the Negro worker, everything has
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been worse in larger or smaller degree; the loss has been
greater and more permanent. Technological displacement,
which began before the depression, has been accelerated,
while unemployment and falling wages struck black men
sooner, went to lower levels and will last longer.

Negro public schools in the rural South have often
disappeared, while southern city schools are crowded to
suffocation. The Booker Washington High School in At-
lanta, built for 1,000 pupils, has 3,000 attending in dou-
ble daily sessions. Above all, federal and state relief holds
out little promise for the Negro. It is but human that the
unemployed white man and the starving white child should
be relieved first by local authorities who regard them as
fellowmen, but often regard Negroes as subhuman, While
the white worker has sometimes been given more than
relief and been helped to his feet, the black worker has
often been pauperized by being just kept from starvation.
There are some plans for national rehabilitation and the
rebuilding of the whole industrial system. Such plans
should provide for the Negro's future relations to Ameri-
can industry and culture, but those provisions the country
is not only unprepared to make but refuses to consider.

In the Tennessee Valley beneath the Norris Dam, where
do Negroes come in? And what shall be their industrial
place? In the attempt to rebuild agriculture the southern
landholder will in all probability be put on his feet, but
the black tenant has been pushed to the edge of despair.
In the matter of housing, no comprehensive scheme for
Negro homes has been thought out and only two or three
local projects planned. Nor can broad plans be made until
the nation or the community decides where it wants or will
permit Negroes to live. Negroes are largely excluded from
subsistence homesteads becaunse Negroes protested against
segregation, and whites, anxious for cheap local labor,
also protested.

The colored people of America are coming to face the
fact quite calmly that most white Americans do not like
them, and are planning neither for their survival, nor for.

their definite future if it involves free, self-assertive mad-

ern manhood.






