3. Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace
Urges a Conciliatory Approach, July 1946

My dear Mr. President:

[hope you will excuse this fong letter. Personally I hate to write long letters, and |
hate to receive them.

My only excuse is that this subject is a very important one—probably the most
important in the world today. I checked with you about this last Thursday and vou
suggested after Cabinet meeting on Friday that you would like to have my views.

Lhave been increasingly disturbed about the trend of international affairs since
the end of the war, and I am even more troubled by the apparently growing feeling
among the American people that another war is coming and the only way that we
can head it off is to arm ourselves to the teeth. Yet all of past history indicates that
an armaments race does not lead to peace but to war. The months just ahead may
well be the crucial period which will decide whether the civilized world will 20

D —
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down in destruction after the five or ten years needed for several nations to arm
themselves with atomic bombs. Therefore | want to give you my views on how the
present trend toward conflict might be averted.

How do American actions since V-J Day appear to other nations? I mean by
actions the concrete things like $13 billion for the War and Navy Departments, the
Bikini tests of the atomic bomb and continued production of bombs, the plan to
arm Latin America with our weapons, production of B-29s and planned production
of B-36s, and the effort to secure air bases spread over half the globe from which
the other half of the globe can be bombed. cannot but feel that these actions must
make it look to the rest of the world as if we were only paying lip service to peace
at the conference table. These facts rather make it appear either (1) that we are
preparing ourselves to win the war which we regard as inevitable or (2) that we
are trying to build up a predominance of force to intimidate the rest of mankind.
How would it look to us if Russia had the atomic bomb and we did not, if Russia

had 10,000-mile bombers and air bases within a thousand miles of our coast lines
and we did not? . ..

Other Problems of American-Russian Relationships

I believe that for the United States and Russia to live together in peace is the most
important single problem facing the world today. Many people, in view of the rela-
tively satisfactory outcome of the recent Paris Conference, feel that good progress
is being made on the problem of working out relations between the Anglo-Saxon
powers and Russia. This feeling seems to me to be resting on superficial appearances
more productive of a temporary truce than of final peace. On the whole, as we look
beneath the surface in Jate July of 1946, our actions and those of the western powers
in general carry with them the ultimate danger of a third world war—this time an
atomic world war. As the strongest single nation, and the nation whose leadership
is followed by the entire world with the exception of Russia and a few weak neigh-

boring countries in Eastern Europe, I believe that we have the opportunity to lead
the world to peace.
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