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KENT STATE: MAY 1970

Letters to the editor

Hauoid Walker left the field of the dead, he suspected

n his many rolls of film he might have captured some
ling shots, but like John Filo, he could not be sure
he saw them developed. So he did what he had been
t:in journalism: ‘If you think you have a scoop, get in
with the newspaper you know best.” In his case it was
pzette and Daily, of York, Pennsylvania, one of Amer-
real odd-ball journals. Operating in the heart of the con-
e Pennsylvania-German country and surrounded by
le who vote Republican, it is liberal and outspoken. It is
interesting in that it is edited on a devil-may-care basis,
‘the editor saying pretty much what he likes. Among the
rican newspapers from cities its size, it has no peer. That
of its subscribers consider it communistic is a cross it

reaction to the Walker photographs was typical. Calling
lker on the phone as he worked at Kent State, the editor
xcitedly, “These photos are too good to waste on a small-
n paper like this. I’ve alerted the Washington Post and they
. you to fly to their offices immediately.’
h some excitement young Walker. caught a plane at
on, and entered the Post editorial offices to find the entire
f gazing in bewilderment at the shots which he himself
ad not yet seen. ‘How did you get such photos?” some of
¢ older men asked in admiration, but before Walker could
xplain, one of the senior editors delivered the crushing de-
ion: ‘We’re not going to use any of them.’
Why not?” several assistants asked,
“Because we think they may have been faked.’
‘What do you mean?’ Walker cried. »
1 mean these. The ones showing the National Guard
arching up the hill away from the football field.’
‘What’s wrong with them? I couldn’t have got any closer.’
Yes, but these photos don’t show any students following
Guardsmen, and we know from all the news stories that
ere were students there.”
Look at the negatives,” Walker plcaded, ‘they’re in se-
uence.’

“d
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threatened? Well, Kent State is my h b -
featene , at y home by virtue of

w ﬁﬁg }1:11 What’s more, it’s their home by virtue of? ition mid.
“ yful children destroying a disenchanting toy. ition paid

“Yes, but we think you may have spliced in a series of shots
taken on Sunday afternoon. There ought to be students
visible.’ : : -

Walker, exhausted from tension and lack of sleep, looked at
his amazing shots of what had happened. Of all the phot
graphs taken that day, they best illustrated the needlessness of
the tragedy. Then he looked at the disbelieving experts from
the great newspaper. Then he packed up his pictures and went
back to York, where they appeared in the York Gagette and
Daily. Tt scooped the world. ‘

The York editor came up with the logical idea of havin
Walker accompany his photographs with a verbal account 0
what had happened, and the young newsman ended his essa
in the way most sensitive men his age would have done:
think that when people look at the situation—students sho
without warning; the dead and the wounded—there will b

sympathy across the nation, no matter what the political be
liefs. As for the city of Kent, the whole town seems to be.
sympathy with the students.” He concluded: ‘I believe the
cident may bring the student and the adult communitiest
gether. It may bring about mutual understanding.’

Never in his future career as newspaperman will Harold
Walker, Kent State 1970, be more completely wrong, for:eve
as the paper in York was printing these hopeful and constru
tive words, the newspaper in Kent was being forced to:
space for what will be remembered as one of the most viru
outpourings of community hatred in recent decades
seemed as if everybody in the Kent area suddenly wante
unburden himself of resentments against young

Jeges and education which had been festering for years.

paper had to reserve a full page, day after day for. s¢

weeks, for this violent outburst, and anyone who wishy
explore the Kent phenomenon more deeply than this
allows, is directed to those terrifying broadsides, printed
in compact type. They give a portrait of Middle Ameri
the beginning of the 1970’s that is frightening. The first'g

requires no comment.

ow dare thCy' I stand behi 1 Guard
E O hind the action of tf i
: : he Natio
: an lm) Pmprerty dCanC‘lCd. And if dissenters refuse to Oli)at;,ly th:ﬂi 'ai
warning before the pumshment, hurlmg taunts, rocks (S[ODCS tlile
> bl y

say), sticks, brandishing cl i i
o i 2 ! Sngn ;ubs with razor blades imbedded, then the

ive ammunition! Well, reall id
s warning = nocdol ot gré (Izhat did they expect, spitballs? How

boray! I shout for :
God and Country, recourse to justice under law;
b

3 m tla[ music p ¢ Crea cones— < a -
dl ums ar 1 , par ddes 1C
y 5 ream 1nes Afﬂ T1C > Sup

Ravenna housewife

hen radical students are allo
. stu wed to go throu i
1 od;ws, iernéymg the citizens, and a%e allov;:egdhti tt?;:: ggﬁf}l};lnng
C’G%:;% g) tbe taxpayqs to the ground, I think it is high tim thgs
rua ¢ brought in to stop them—and stop them in an; v
way

hC sooner 1 y
e the students of this country learn that the are not run
mng ,thl ountr Ys that dl(‘y arc going to ccﬂege to learn not teach
] >

hose Sn]dcnts don t hkc thls country or our He cS. “{h don:t
y O CO g y

20 to thC CO fr m w (h €y are ])C I 1](]()( ’[[‘ 1|aie(|>

g llntry O hl t.h } 1 g 1 1

Concerned citizen

. surprisi c i
-9 an[:i 1t ;x;g r}?mbcr of the writers referred to proper
y iﬁzcnse{; thtihere had been any doubt as to what Vﬂlu?s’
7 s part of Ohio placed i :
n par: i
these letters settled that question prrsmonnt post

angazclirlliai elaggee percentage of our hard-earned money to sup-
e bro ! s; young people. For what? To let them burn
oy hosg tht;rtr at more of our tax money has paid for! Who
e tha V:Ss cut Whl'lé our firemen were trying to sto
sex delibe ely, all the while being pelted with rocks. S .
person’s home could very well have burned while o‘ur %ﬁc

Authority, law and order are the backbone of our society, for’i re b i
’ usy fighting a fire on cam
pus.

tection. Would you want authorities to stand by if your home
Concerned resident
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Lplead with the citizens of K

ple zen ent to take a stand, don’t all

thigifj d.eaths to go for naught. Make your voice heard Dg“rlxtil ‘iSC
the National Guard be blamed for something they did I.l()t create *

1, and thousands of other old-timers, have been paying taxes for many
years—even before some of the present troublemakers were bor
These taxes were used, and are being used, to erect and equip. modern
campus buildings and to pay the salaries of professors (even thos¢
who support and condone the actions of the troublemakers) wh
have such a vital role in the educational process. How many buildings
were erected and equipped from taxes paid by campus vandals? How
many professors and other university personnel received salaries fro
taxes paid by campus vandals? This property does not belong
them. It belongs to me and thousands like me who have paid taxes
for twenty, thirty and even forty years to provide the money. fe
these facilities. We are lending them OUR facilities and we exp
them to take care of OUR property. We do not expect these t€
porary occupants to burn, damage or destroy that which they hav
borrowed. We will gladly pay for these buildings, but we see t
when OUR property has to be repaired or replaced because of:
actions of a few irresponsible misfits who only want to damage
destroy.

Signed by one who was taught
that ‘to educate a man in mind
and not in morals is to educate
a menace to society’

on i e G
£ I%z’;iu%ﬂpns to rgc Guardsmen for their performance of duty on
_ niversity Campus. I hope thei i » an :
v _ : . heir actions serve
s as an example
ntire nation. The governors of our states cannot waste gle

dxpayers’ money playin,
g games. These men w
sort to control mob action. n were alerted as a last

Xte iati
o :tzlt a};precm-tlon and whole-hearted support of the Guard of
y state for their fine efforts in protecting citizens like me and our

e N‘ | | Mother of Guardsman

ttco; fchclgied in this sar}lphng are the numerous letters, sub-

2 y committees, Wlth. hundreds and even thousands of
nes, approving the behavior of the Guard. One of the most

e;c:;‘)t(l)ng themes was the recrudescence of an idea that hasd

| t;;lmrzla}\]nzh yc;rs ago and Wl}ich had enjoyed frequent
o thi lgc rcc ccgdes. Ip Aprﬂ, 1933, at the depth of the

s r, p dsentatx.ve Wlllxam R. Foss, of the Ohio leg-

c’hcr; pmoposeh that in view of the current oversupply of

e “’,or kcpr;:t tW 211];1 gmgre thousaélc‘:ldof whom were unable to

5 C a4 good 1dea to convert one

, arrngeengl)ﬂeg;:Sw(zmo 'State University was cxchigigh—e
thorougma;}: %rgxss X;V;r Iigctien‘d tc? investigate this proposi-

! b) , and t i i

can most readily be converted. m(r)e’f:tﬁg? 1&?1;;‘1’?gc }’1 b
gt:twit to Kent on May 4 of that year, Foss reported:

¢ has the finest, most modern buildings and, there-

is. most adaptable to welfare work. There WOLﬂd) be

azard in connection with the structures, and thi ' an

rtant featur;’ Latq, referring obliquely t’o Kent ;;3352

’ ?hc of the institutions visited was so adapted to’ welfare

s that it would be difficult to distinguish it from those

for that specific purpose.’
Kent State was Spir eg. e.” The proposal came to naught

Only a small percentage of the letters printed in that p
can be reproduced here, but each one chosen represent
score or more. On no subject was the comment more ua
imous than on the right of the National Guard to do whate
was required to enforce discipline.

Some have questioned the need of the National Guard on cam)
_and throughout our city. However, 1 shudder to think of the
dition of our city today had they had not been present to protect
preserve what so many have labored endlessly to build.

' Kent

Are we the citizens of this fine town going to sit back and
certain officials to persecute the National Guard for doing their
~ Are we going to accept the theory that these ones involved
' rioting and burning were JUST children?

Since when is rioting, looting, burning, assaulting a town cal
ademic freedom? Is it freedom of expression? Why do they allo
so-called educated punks, who apparently know only how t
four-lettered words, to run loose on our campuscs tearing do
destroying that which good men spent years building up?
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However, two years later the idea of converting the college t .
i ? Y ) 8 ) they feel about them? It’s hard to believe that the surly, foul-
into an asylum surfaced again, and once more, serious consid: » know-nothing punks that have raised so much hell i thi
eration was given to closing down the college, but an im town the past few days are speaking for all of us or ;aif f)f 1:,111 e
provement in the economy saved it. Now, after the riots of ven one tenth of us. Yet, like any mob, they’ve ’got ybu ouuf{ugf

1970, the project was reopened. ‘bered, and any sort of ideology is completely lost in the sadistic plea-
sure gf sheer destruction. In other words, the would-be heroeg

T have one possible solution to the problem. Build a fence completely behaving exactly like the criminals they are. e
around KSU, put President White and his sso faculty members inside \

along with all the agitators that they understand so well and let them
do their thing. We could also change the name from KSU to ‘Idiot
Hill.” Then Dr. White and his faculty and students could assemb
and throw rocks at each other and play with matches and burn thing
down, because they understand each other’s reasoning and do
want to be bothered. So be it! I have more ideas, but what’s the us

In fact, who needs KSU? Not me.

Asa person young enough to be more a member of their generation
an that of their parents, I reject these creeps.

Anti-violent -

ent has tolerated these so-called misunder;

c rate stood students |
ough. 'Ijhe city of Kent should be off-limits to students. Keep d?cnngl
the university grounds, and when they have completely destroyed
they can go home and we will be rid of them.

f ;he National Guard is forced to face these situations without loaded

ns; the silent majority has lost everythin i
g. The National Guard
dc only one mistake—they should have fired sooner and longer.

Letters abusing student behavior were numerous. Thei
endless and bitter barrage startled the students and saddene;
the professors, who felt that a whole society was turning agains
the youth who would soon be constituting that society. On
of the reasonable complaints against students follows:

or the parents of the dead students, I can a i i
; , ppreciate their suffer-
3, they probably don’t knoyv the truth. A dissident certainly isn’t

Last night on TV were several shots of protesting students an
leader of these talked for some time about continuing the pr
into the summer. The TV program showed pictures and named ol

student leader. ‘because of his appearance. This same boy had refused to go

‘ ne-on holidays.
This student leader was not a student during 1968 and to Octob :
1969. Girls, wild partdes, filthy living conditions and failure to
bills featured this man; an acme of unreliability. Another man; s
to be a leader of Kent SDS, lived with him for a time. His fine pare
came to pay the bills he owed us when he disappeared. Word s tl
other creditors in the area were not so fortunate. Yet, this m
shown as depicting an important trend in our times. ‘

nly hope the National Guard will be here the next time we need
m. I'am fully prepared to protect what is mine—property, home
life—at any cost against these mobs of dissidents in the evént our
enforcement is prohibited to do what is necessary.

Ravenna citizen

Ravenna c§nz merous letters spoke of the need for instituting éomc

A surprising number of the letter-writers, and among
the most vehement, referred to themselves as members o

silent majority. Two examples follow: ' ¢ has been no other issue in recent years that has raised my wrath

uch as student demonstration, including SDS leadership, against

When is the long-silent, long-suffering majority going to rise-u etnam war and against anything else that occurs to the d
¥ € dem-

force to show the militant minority on the KSU campus exactly
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So, it was refreshing to see a group of hard-hatted construction wor
ers in lower New York do something about it. They went through
those demonstrators like Sherman went through Atlanta, leaving six
or seventy injured. That’s exactly what we need . . . a harder line
with demonstrators, not the easy, ‘pat on the wrist’ punishment for
their crime. :

s throwing missiles, bottles and bullets at legally constituted police
authority and the National Guard, they justly deserve the conse-
uences that they bring upon themselves, even if this does unfortu-
ately result in death.

Attorney-at-law

_ There were, of course, several letters which challenged
the head‘long rush to law and order. These writers endeavored
to explain that the phrase required careful definition.

I'm for raising a counterforce to nentralize the efforts of sometim

silly, and sometimes dangerous, and always unthinking students who

want to go to a school without abiding by its rules. \
Aurora citizen

Where are the voices of ‘law and order’ when construction workers
: New York City attack a peaceful, non-violent demonstration of
nti-war protesters? I would suspect that the lawless action of the
construction workers is condoned by the ‘silent majority’ because

ley aren’t members of the ‘effete corps of impudent snobs,” or they
ren’t ‘bums.’ i

My first reaction, and again I have been thinking of this for som
time, was to arm both my home and my office. But during moments
of more rational thought, T realize that probably all I would accom-
plish is to shoot myself in the foot. I abhor violence and I have no
desire to traipse all over the country protecting other people’s prop-
erty. However, I feel an immediate and compelling responsibility: to
protect my own locality. I am thinking in the direction of a kind:
citizens committee, under appropriate professional direction, who
would bear arms against these people to protect our families and
property. Further, I will support taxation to raise the funds to provide
a capable effective force to deal with this problem.

ou. see, the voices of the silent majority chose to remain silent on
lose issues. It would appear to me, then, that a double standard
xists when people call for law and order—it’s a good phrase when
pplied to young, long-haired dissidents and radicals, but it’s a mean-
igless phrase when applied to the silent majority. I would submit

at just as students are not above the law, neither are members of

Kent citizer
' e ‘silent majority.’

Many persons -in the Kent area felt that students w Ravenna citizen
dressed oddly or who wore their hair long ought to be di
ciplined. In fact, the bitterness which such appearance creat

‘was one of the recurrent themes in discussing the shooting
Several intimated that the penalty for non-conformity shou
be death.

And from time to time isolated writers would remind the
blic ~that four young people were dead, that something had
’ one tearfully wrong. They sounded like lost voices, except
'féjr the eloquence they sometimes introduced into their
: ctters.

It is too bad that a small minority of students feel that these damnabl
demonstrations must take place. If the slouchily dressed female stu:
dents and the freakishly dressed, long-haired male students wor
properly dress and otherwise properly demean themselves as not
make show-offs of themselves, such trouble could be and would,
avoided. Tt is difficult to understand why female students must’
out and make such fools of themselves as they do, but it is und
standable that male students do so largely to get their screwball m
on television and in the press.

ama KSU student. I am not a radical, but to quote Albert Camus,
hould like to be able to love my country and to love justice, also.”

etters ’ve been reading about the Kent deaths, and the people
heard saying that the demonstrators deserved to be shot, frighten
Many justify the slayings because of the property damage that
ad been done. But the crowd Monday was attacking no buildings.
 they shoot to avenge the burning of the ROTC building?

If the troublemaking students have no better sense than to conds

olutionaries and SDSers don’t frighten me, nor do squads of
themselves as they do on our university and college campuses, su

olice or National Guards. I am afraid of the people who say “kill the
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and serve her time on weekends. She shouldn’t even be allowed on

use they destroyed our property.” I am afraid of :
demonstrators, heca ’ y ; ‘the campus, much less be permitted to teach.

these people who value property over human life. I am not ~afraid fqr.
my life, but for my soul, and for the sensitivity and humanity that is:
slowly being erased from our society.

Ravenna resident

The meeting of the faculty of Kent State University held on Tuesday
[in the Akron church] was deeply disturbing to me. The tone of the
‘meeting seemed to me emotional and rhetorical—in short a mob.
And I am sick of emotionalism, mobs and violence.

Jesus said that no one can truly love God if he cannot love his fellow
man. You people with the ‘mow "em down’ phi.losophy, can you love
God without loving Jeffrey, Bill, Sandy and Allison?

Ravenna student

What is truly academic. must be personal and humble. As I recall
hearing it read, one of the items in the resolution stated that we will
1ot teach under military coercion. Similarly, I don’t see how we can

cach under the social pressure of our own desire to reach unanimous
decisions.

On Monday, May 4, I witnessed the KSU lFiHings. As horrible and
frightening as the memories of those experiences are, they are e
nearly so terrifying as the hostility that has been revealed in thm
aftermath. T am not a radical. I do not believe that arson and vxolcn‘cu
should go unpunished, but I know of no state iI.l whlc.h arﬁOﬂ cafngs
a death sentence, and there are certainly none in which ‘illegal’ a

Lwant my students back, but T do not want to unite them behind
sembly is punishable by execution.

y social issue or against any issue, such as the war in Indochina,
n though I abhor that war. T want my students to wander a free
ampus, and I only want those who are ‘academically inclined’ to

ontemplate with humility and with intricacy. I am frightened of the
ob—the mob in me.

I have recently heard a multitude of comments sgch as, “They shgul
have mowed them all down’ or ‘I’ll bet they think twice next time
or “They got what they deserved.” It is in the people who make these
staternents that the real violence is to be found. They seem tob
permeated with an intense desire to see destroyed or shacklcd any
thing they do not understand or anyone who dc‘)es‘ not Cf)nas’ely co

form to their glorious social ideals about what is American.

Kent professor of English

he statement issued [by the faculty] from an Akron church Tuesday
rrectly expresses the angry mood of the majority of the faculty, but
is not enough. If academic democracy is to work, it must be self-
nforcing. We must demonstrate clearly that we understand and are
ble to assume the responsibility for conduct of our university.

They are to be feared far more than are the campus dissidents, for
they would destroy something far more precious than property, o
even life—they would destroy freedom! And is not freedom supposét

to be what America is all about? :

Kent State stu s imperative that we defend academic freedom, which includes the

ght to dissent, as we have undertaken to do, but we must insure
at the freedom we defend is clearly differentiated from license to
estroy by violence. Qur campus must remain open to those who
ould express unpopular ideas, but it must not be a sanctuary for
ose who commit felonious acts, no matter what purpose they avow.

It would be fruitless to reproduce all the savage attacks th
were visited upon the faculty. The unfortunate resoluti
adopted in the Akron Church on Tuesday aﬁemgon was ]
ferred to in a score of letters, with citizens rebuking them
harsh terms for their one-sided interpretation of what ha
happened on the campus. Only three lettc‘rs need bt.t cit
here, a typical one of rebuke, and two reflections by univers
members on the tragedy that had overtakc;n a notable ins
tution. They represent the kind of reevaluation that was bej
undertaken across the nation. :

m. not making just another appeal to ‘law and order.” My position
that unless we insist upon the maintenance of orderly processes,
¢ tragic circumstances of last Monday are the eventual and inevi-

able result.

ho have contributed to the blurring of the connection betweén
ights and responsibilities of free people must share in the guilt
the deaths of our students: those who have engaged in civil dis-

» and why the teacher who was convicted of first th
L do not e bedience and have refused to accept the consequences, those who

degree riot is permitted to teach at the university during the wi
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have cried for amnesty for those who have criminally violated:
rights of others in pursuit of a worthy cause, those who have |
to understand that destroying a building is not a legitimate exe
of freedom of expression, and those who have stood silently by whil
this tide of passion has engulfed us in its tragic whorl.

Kent professor of journ

~ The most deplorable aspect of these letters was not the
plosive outpouring of hatred (which could be forgiven as
autonomic response to phenomena not understood) not
obvious obsession with property values as opposed to hu
life (which is often observed in American life) but rathe;
willingness to condemn all students, perceiving them as a
to be castigated. Nothing can excuse this error. We must ¢
stantly remember that only a small percentage of the K
student body was involved. The following table has been
vised continuously from the day this study started; it was
fined whenever new police reports were made available o
photographs came to light. As it now stands, it incorpora
the best guesses of many experts but reflects the personal co
clusions of none. It is a composite. '

Percentage of Student Body of 21,186 Participating in Dz’stwlb@

Total  Non-uni- Uni- Y%age of 1
Persons  versity  versity Student B
Incident Involved  Persons Persons Participats

Friday night downtown 1,000 600
Saturday night ROTC fire ’
Passive spectators 1,500 250
Active participants 500 250
Sunday night sitdown 700 150
Monday noon rally
Distant spectators 2,500 400
Passive on Blanket Hill 650 150
Active on Blanket Hill 450 50
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