5. President Bill Clinton Signs a Bill
“To End Welfare as We Know It,” 1996

The bill I'm about to sign, as I have said many times, is far from perfect, but it has
come a very long way. Congress sent me two previous bills that I strongly believe
failed to protect our children and did too little to move people from welfare to
work. I vetoed both of them. This bill had broad bipartisan support and is much,
much better on both counts.

The new bill restores American’s basic bargain of providing opportunity and
demanding in return responsibility. It provides $14 billion for child care, $4 billion
more than the present law does. It is good because without the assurance of child
care it’s all but impossible for a mother with young children to go to work. It requires
states to maintain their own spending on welfare reform and gives them powerful
performance incentives to place more people on welfare in jobs. It gives states the
capacity to create jobs by taking money now used for welfare checks and giving it
to employers as subsidies as incentives to hire people. This bill will help people to
g0 to work so they can stop drawing a welfare check and start drawing a paycheck.

It’s also better for children. It preserves the national safety net of food stamps
and school lunches. It drops the deep cuts and the devastating changes in child pro-
tection, adoption, and help for disabled children. It preserves the national guarantee
of health care for poor children, the disabled, the elderly, and people on welfare—
the most important preservation of all.
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