Jerry Falwell,
Listen, America! (1980)

WE MUST REVERSE the trend America finds herselfin today. Young
people between the ages of twenty-five and forty have been born and
reared in a different world than Americans of years past. The televi-
sion set has been their primary babysitter. From the television set they
have learned situation ethics and immorality—they have learned a
loss of respect for human life. They have learned to disrespect the fam-
ily as God has established it. They have been educated in a public-
school system that is permeated with secular humanism. They have
been taught that the Bible is just another book of literature. They
have been taught that there are no absolutes in our world todavj',
They have been introduced to the drug culture. They have been reareJd
by the family and the public school in a society that is greatly void of
discipline and character-building. These same young people have
been reared under the influence of a government that has taught
them socialism and welfarism. They have been taught to believe that
the world owes them a living whether they work or not.

I believe that America was built on integrity, on faith in God, and
on hard work. I do not believe that anyone has ever been successful
in life without being willing to add that last ingredient—diligence
or hard work. We now have second- and third-generation welfare
recipients. Welfare is not always wrong. There are those who do
need welfare, but we have reared a generation that understands nei-
ther the dignity nor the importance of work.

Every American who looks at the facts must share a deep concern
and burden for our country. We are not unduly concerned when we
say that there are some very dark clouds on America’s horizon. I am
not a pessimist, but it is indeed a time for truth. If Americans will
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face the truth, our nation can be turned around and can be saved
from the evils and the destruction that have fallen upon every other
nation that has turned its back on God.

There is no excuse for what is happening in our country. We
must, from the highest office in the land right down to the shoe
shine boy in the airport, have a return to biblical basics. If the
Congress of our United States will take its stand on that which is
right and wrong, and if our President, our judiciary system, and our
state and local leaders will take their stand on holy living, we can
turn this country around.

I personally feel that the home and the family are still held in
reverence by the vast majority of the American public. I believe
there is still a vast number of Americans who love their country,
are patriotic, and are willing to sacrifice for her. I remember the time
when it was positive to be patriotic, and as far as I am concerned, it
still is. I remember as a boy, when the flag was raised, everyone
stood proudly and put his hand upon his heart and pledged alle-
giance with gratitude. I remember when the band struck up “The
Stars and Stripes Forever,” we stood and goose pimples would run
all over me. I remember when I was in elementary school during
World War II, when every report from the other shores meant
something to us. We were not out demonstrating against our boys
who were dying in Europe and Asia. We were praying for them and
thanking God for them and buying war bonds to help pay for the
materials and artillery they needed to fight and win and come
back.

[ believe that Americans want to see this country come back to
basics, back to values, back to biblical morality, back to sensibility,
and back to patriotism. Americans are looking for leadership and
guidance. It is fair to ask the question, “If 84 percent of the Ameri-
can people still believe in morality, why is America having such
internal problems?” We must look for the answer to the highest
places in every level of government. We have a lack of leadership in
America. But Americans have been lax in voting in and out of office

the right and the wrong people.






