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What a tragedy it is that America has still, in 1992, not learned such an important
lesson.

I have represented the people of South Central Los Angeles in the U.S. Congress
and the California State Assembly for close to 20 years. 1 have seen our community
continually and systematically ravaged by banks who would not lend to us, by
governments which abandoned us or punished us for our poverty, and by big businesses
who exported our jobs to Third-World countries for cheap labor.

In LA, between 40 and 50 percent of all African-American men are unemployed.
The poverty rate is 32.9 percent. According to the most recent census, 40,000
teenagers—that is 20 percent of the City’s 16 to 19 year olds—are both out of school and
unemployed. . ..

We have created in many areas of this country a breeding ground for hopelessness,
anger and despair. All the traditional mechanisms for empowerment, opportunity and
self-improvement have been closed.

We are in the midst of a grand economic experiment that suggests if we “get the
government off people’s backs,” and let the cconomy grow, everyone, including the
poor, will somehow be better off . . = The results of this experiment have been
devastating. Today, more than 12 million children live in poverty, despite a decade of
“economic growth,” the precise mechanism we were told would reduce poverty. Today,
one in five children in America lives in poverty. . . .

While the budget cuts of the eighties were literally forcing millions of Americans
into poverty, there were other social and economic trends destroying inner-city
communities at the same time.

I’'m sure everyone in this room has read the results of the Federal Reserve Board’s
study on mortgage discrimination that demonstrates African Americans . . . are twice as
likely as whites of the same income to be denied mortgages. . . .

In law enforcement, the problems are longstanding and well documented as well.

Is it any wonder our children have no hope? The systems are failing us. I could go
onand on. . . . We simply cannot afford the continued terror and benign neglect that has
characterized the federal government’s response to the cities since the late 1970s.






