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1976 Republican platform 1980 Republican platform 
The question of abortion is one of the most difficult and controversial 
of our time. It is undoubtedly a moral and personal issue but it also 
involves complex questions relating to medical science and criminal 
justice. There are those in our Party who favor complete support for the 
Supreme Court decision which permits abortion on demand. There are 
others who share sincere convictions that the Supreme Court's decision 
must be changed by a constitutional amendment prohibiting all 
abortions. Others have yet to take a position, or they have assumed a 
stance somewhere in between polar positions. 

We protest the Supreme Court's intrusion into the family structure 
through its denial of the parents' obligation and right to guide their 
minor children. The Republican Party favors a continuance of the 
public dialogue on abortion and supports the efforts of those who seek 
enactment of a constitutional amendment to restore protection of the 
right to life for unborn children. 
 

There can be no doubt that the question of abortion, despite 
the complex nature of its various issues, is ultimately 
concerned with equality of rights under the law. While we 
recognize differing views on this question among 
Americans in general—and in our own Party—we affirm 
our support of a constitutional amendment to restore 
protection of the right to life for unborn children. We also 
support the Congressional efforts to restrict the use of 
taxpayers' dollars for abortion. 

We protest the Supreme Court's intrusion into the family 
structure through its denial of the parent's obligation and 
right to guide their minor children. 

Women, who comprise a numerical majority of the population, have 
been denied a just portion of our nation's rights and opportunities. We 
reaffirm our pledge to work to eliminate discrimination in all areas for 
reasons of race, color, national origin, age, creed or sex and to enforce 
vigorously laws guaranteeing women equal rights. 

The Republican Party reaffirms its support for ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Our Party was the first national party to endorse 
the E.R.A. in 1940. We continue to believe its ratification is essential 
to insure equal rights for all Americans. In our 1972 Platform, the 
Republican Party recognized the great contributions women have made 
to society as homemakers and mothers, as contributors to the 
community through volunteer work, and as members of the labor force 
in careers. The Platform stated then, and repeats now, that the 
Republican Party "fully endorses the principle of equal rights, equal 

We acknowledge the legitimate efforts of those who support 
or oppose ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

We reaffirm our Party's historic commitment to equal rights 
and equality for women. 

We support equal rights and equal opportunities for women, 
without taking away traditional rights of women such as 
exemption from the military draft. We support the 
enforcement of all equal opportunity laws and urge the 
elimination of discrimination against women. We oppose 
any move which would give the federal government more 
power over families. 

Ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment is now in the 
hands of state legislatures, and the issues of the time 



opportunities and equal responsibilities for women." The Equal Rights 
Amendment is the embodiment of this principle and therefore we 
support its swift ratification. 

 

extension and rescission are in the courts. The states have a 
constitutional right to accept or reject a constitutional 
amendment without federal interference or pressure. At the 
direction of the White House, federal departments launched 
pressure against states which refused to ratify ERA. 
Regardless of one's position on ERA, we demand that this 
practice cease…. 

Total integration of the work force (not separate but equal) 
is necessary to bring women equality in pay….Women's 
worth in the society and in the jobs they hold, at home or in 
the workplace, must be re-evaluated to improve the 
conditions of women workers concentrated in low-status, 
low-paying jobs; equal opportunity for credit and other 
assistance must be assured to women in small 
businesses….One of the most critical problems in our 
nation today is that of inadequate child care for the working 
mother. As champions of the free enterprise system, of the 
individual, and of the idea that the best solutions to most 
problems rest at the community level, Republicans must 
find ways to meet this, the working woman's need. 
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We seek ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment, to insure 
that sex discrimination in all its forms will be ended, 
implementation of Title IX, and elimination of discrimination 
against women in all federal programs. 

In the 1980s, the Democratic Party commits itself to a 
Constitution, economy, and society open to women on an equal 
basis with men. 
The primary route to that new horizon is fabrication of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. A Democratic Congress, working with 
women's leaders, labor, civil and religious organizations, first 
enacted ERA in Congress and later extended the deadline for 
ratification. Now, the Democratic Party must ensure that ERA at 
last becomes the 27th Amendment to the Constitution. We 



oppose efforts to rescind ERA in states which have already 
ratified the amendment, and we shall insist that at past 
recessions are invalid. 
In view of the high priority which the Democratic Party places 
on ratification of the ERA, the Democratic National Committee 
renews its commitment not to hold national or multi-state 
meetings, conferences, or conventions in states which have not 
yet ratified the ERA. The Democratic Party shall withhold 
financial support and technical campaign assistance from 
candidates who do not support the ERA. The Democratic Party 
further urges all national organizations to support the boycott 
of the unratified states by not holding national meetings, 
conferences, or conventions in those states. 

We fully recognize the religious and ethical nature of the 
concerns which many Americans have on the subject of 
abortion. We feel, however, that it is undesirable to attempt to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to overturn the Supreme Court 
decision in this area. 

Reproductive Rights—We fully recognize the religious and 
ethical concerns which many Americans have about abortion. 
We also recognize the belief of many Americans that a woman 
has a right to choose whether and when to have a child. 
The Democratic Party supports the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision on abortion rights as the law of the land and opposes 
any constitutional amendment to restrict or overturn that 
decision. 
We must affirm the dignity. of all people and the right of each 
individual to have equal access to and participation in the 
institutions and services of our society. All groups must be 
protected from discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
national origin, language, age, sex or sexual orientation.  
 

 




