5. A Statistical Portrait of Black America,

1940-1990s

Black Elected Officials, by Selected Office Categories, 1941 - 1997

LS. Offices | State Offices City Offices i
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Year "L"“\\{d Qfﬁ% P ,}Kx@‘i g\g‘}} s q\&é\ g Total'
1941 0 1 o 3 23 0 4 33
1947 1§ 2 0 5 33 0 18 8 66
1851 ’ & 2 0 1 39 0 25 15 82
1965 G 4 1 i8 84 3 74 68 280
1970 1 k4 1 31 137 48 552 362 1,469
1975 1 17 5 53 223 135 1,237 894 3,503
1980 0 17 6 70 247 182 1,809 1,149 4,890
1985 0 20 4 90 302 286 2,189 1,363 6,016
1997 1 34 & 154 425 387 3,375 1,889 8,656
TFor 1965 ~ 1997 total includes all black elected officials, not just those in selected categories.
Sources: David faynes and Robin M. Williams, Ir, hs and American Society (D.C.:
National Academy Press, 1989), 240; David A. Bo batistical Supumary, 1993 - 1997
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“Freedow Now!”

Levels of Schooling Completed for 25 to 29 Year Olds: 1940, 1965, 1975, 1985, 1995

Percent Blacks Percent Blacks Percent Whites Percent Whites
Year Completing Completing L‘m;ml(fmw Completing
Four Years of High Four Years of Four Years of High Four Years of
School or More College or More School or More College or More
1940 12.3 1.6 41.2 6.4
1965 50.3 6.5 72.8 13.0
1975 71.0 10.7 H4.4 22.8
1985 80.6 11.5 86,5 23.2
1995 86.5 153 87.4 26.0

Drata for 1940, Black and other races. Data for 1995 are high school graduates or maore; Bachelor's degree or more.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Percent of P
College, Selected Years 1 Q&? te 1998, publis
smdemm /education/tablea-07.6
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Poverty status by race, 1939 — 1994

Percent Below the Poverty Line
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Median Income by Race and Sex, 1955 — 1995

Men Women

White men

Black men

15,000
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All persons 15 years old and over

White women

Black women
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Based on data from U.S. Census Bureau, “Table D-5A. Regions-White People by Median Income and Sex: 1

3 953 10 1998, published 10 November 1999, <http:,
himl> and "Table P-5B. Regions~Black People by Median Income and Sex: 1953 to

1998, published 10 November 1999, <http://w ww.census.gov /hhes/ince

T ww w.census.gov/hhes/income /histine/ piBa,
sme/ histine/ p05b himi>.
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Major Problemws in African-American History

4. The Relative Economic Condition of
Black Youths, 1973 and 1993

Employment Rates of High School Students
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Source: Mational Center for Educational Statistics, The Conds

of Education, 1.5, Departrment
of Education, Washington, DC, 1995, Reprinted by

of the National Urban League
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