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(December ro, 1811).

[nthe months leading up to the War of 1812, a group of younger
congressmen, mostly from the West, called for war with Britain. Known
as the War Hawks, this new generation of pelitical leaders had come of
age after the winning of independence and were ardent nationalists.
Their leaders included Henry Clay of Kentucky, elected Speaker of the
House of Representatives in 1810, and John C. Calhoun of South Caro-
lina. The War Hawks spoke passionately of defending the national

honor against British insults, but also had more practical goals in mind,
notably the annexation of Canada. Their views were expressed in a
speech in the House of Representatives by Felix Grundy of Tennessee.

To British interference with American shipping, the main concern of
the Madison administration, Grundy added the aim of acquiring Canada
(British territory) and Florida (owned by Spain) to the United States,
thereby expanding the Union and undermining the remaining power

of Indian tribes.

WaAT, MR, SPEAKER, are we now called on to decide? It is, whether
we will resist by force the attempt, made by [the British] Govern-
ment, to subject our maritime rights to the arbitrary and capricious
rule of her will; for my part I am not prepared to say that this coun-
try shall submit to have her commerce interdicted or regulated, by
any foreign nation. Sir, I prefer war to submission.

Over and above these unjust pretensions of the British Govern-
ment, for many years past they have been in the practice of impress-
ing our seamen, from merchant vessels; this unjust and lawless
invasion of personal liberty, calls loudly for the interposition of this
Government. To those better acquainted with the facts in relation
toit, I leave it to fill up the picture. My mind is irresistibly drawn to
the West. . ..
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[t cannot be believed by any man who will reflect, that the savage
tribes, uninfluenced by other Powers, would think of making war
on the United States. They understand too well their own weakness,
and our strength. They have already felt the weight of our arms;
they know they hold the very soil on which they live as tenants at
sufferance. How, then, sir, are we to account for their late conduct?
In one way only; some powerful nation must have intrigued with
them, and turned their peaceful disposition towards us into hostili-
ties. Great Britain alone hasintercourse with those Northern tribes;
[ therefore infer, that if British gold has not been employed, their
baubles and trinkets, and the promise of support and a place of ref-
uge if necessary, have had their effect. . ..

This war, if carried on successfully, will have its advantages. We
shall drive the British from our Continent-—they will no longer have
an opportunity of intriguing with our Indian neighbors, and setting
on the ruthless savage to tomahawk our women and children. That
nation will lose her Canadian trade, and, by having no resting place
in this country, her means of annoying us will be diminished. ...
I 'am willing to receive the Canadians as adopted brethren; it will
have beneficial political effects; it will preserve the equilibrium of
the Government. When Louisiana shall be fully peopled, the North-
ern States will lose their power; they will be at the discretion of oth-
ers; they can be depressed at pleasure, and then this Union might be
endangered—1I therefore feel anxious not only to add the Floridas to
the South, but the Canadas to the North of this empire. . ..




