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Again, it hath been observed, that if the turpitude of the conduct
of our sex, hath been ever so enormous, so extremely ready are we,
that the very first thought presents us with an apology, so plausible,
as to produce our actions even inan amiable light. Another instance
of our creative powers, is our talent for slander; how ingenious
are we at inventive scandal? what a formidable story can we ina
moment fabricate merely from the force of a prolifick imagination?
how many reputations, in the fertile brain of a fernale, have been
utterly despoiled? how industrious are we at improving a hint? sus-
picion how easily do we convert into conviction, and conviction,
embellished by the power of eloquence, stalks abroad to the sur
prise and confusion of unsuspecting innocence. Perhaps it will be
asked if I furnish these facts as instances of excellency in our sex,
Certainly not; but as proofs of a creative faculty, of a lively imagina-
tion. Assuredly great activity of mind is thereby discovered, and
was this activity properly directed, what beneficial effects would
follow. Is the needle and kitchen sufficient to employ the operations
of asoul thus organized? T should conceive not. Nay, it is a truth that
those very departments leave the intelligent principle vacant, and
at liberty for speculation.

Arewe deficient in reason? we can only reason from what we know,
and if an opportunity of acquiring knowledge hath been denied us,
the inferiority of our sex cannot fairly be deduced from thence. Mem:
ory, I believe, will be allowed usin common, since every one’s experi-
ence must testify, that a loquacious old woman is as frequently met
with, as a communicative old man; their subjects are alike drawn
from the fund of other times, and the transactions of their youth, or
of maturer life, entertain, or perhaps fatigue you, in the evening of
their lives. “But our judgment is not so strong-—we do not distinguish
so well”—Yet it may be questioned, from what doth this superiority,
in this determining faculty of the soul, proceed. May we not trace its

source in the difference of education, and continued advantages?

Securing the Republic, 1790-1813 149

Will it be said that the judgment of a male of two years old, is more
sage than that of a female’s of the same age? | believe the reverse is
venerally observed to be true. But from that period what partiality!
how is the one exalted, and the other depressed, by the contrary
modes of education which are adopted! the one is taught to aspire,
and the other is early confined and limited. As their years increase,
the sister must be wholly domesticated, while the brother is led by
the hand through all the flowery paths of science. Grant that their
minds are by nature equal, yet who shall wonder at the apparent
superiority, if indeed custom becomes second nature; nay if it taketh
place of nature, and that it doth the experience of each day will
evince. At length arrived at womanhood, the uncultivated fair one
feels a void, which the employments allotted her are by no means
capable of filling. What can she do? to books she may not apply; or if
she doth, to those only of the novel kind, lest she merit the appellation of
a learned lady, and what ideas have been affixed to this term, the
observation of many can testify. Fashion, scandal, and sometimes
what is still more reprehensible, are then called in to her relief; and
who can say to what lengths the liberties she takes may proceed.
Meantime she herself is most unhappy; she feels the want of a culti
vated mind. Is she single, she in vain seeks to iill up time from sexual
employments or amusements. Is she united to a person whose soul
nature made equal to her own, education hath set him so far above
her, that in those entertainments which are productive of such ratio-
nal felicity, she is not qualified to accompany him. She experiences a
mortifying consciousness of inferiority, which embitters every enjoy-
ment. Doth the person to whom her adverse fate hath consigned her,
possess a mind incapable of improvement, she is equally wretched, in
being so closely connected with an individual whom she cannot but
despise. Now, was she permitted the same instructors as her brother,
{withan eve however to their particular departments) for the employ-
ment of a rational mind an ample field would be opened. ...

Will it be urged that those acquirements would supersede our
domestic duties. T answer that every requisite in female economy is
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easily attained; and, with truth I can add, that when once attained,
they require no further mental attention. Nay, while we are pursuing
the needle, or the superintendency of the family, I repeat, that our
minds are at full liberty for reflection: that imagination may exert
itself in full vigor; and that if a just foundation is early laid, our
ideas will then be worthy of rational beings. If we were industrious
we might easily find time to arrange them upon paper, or should
avocations press too hard for such an indulgence, the hours allotted
for conversation would at least become more refined and rational.
Should it still be vociferated, “Your domestic employments are
sufficient”™ I would calmly ask, is it reasonable, that a candidate
for immortality, for the joys of heaven, an intelligent being, who is
to spend an eternity in contemplating the works of Deity, should at
present be so degraded, as to be allowed no other ideas, than those
which are suggested by the mechanism of a pudding, or the sewing
the seams of a garment? Pity that all such censurers of female
improvement do not go one step further, and deny their future exis-
tence; to be consistent they surely ought.

Yes, ye lordly, ye haughty sex, our souls are by nature equal to yours;
the same breath of God animates, enlivens, and invigorates us; and
that we are not fallen lower than vourselves, let those witness who
have greatly towered above the various discouragements by which
they have been so heavily oppressed. . .. Were we to grant that animal
strength proved any thing, taking into consideration the accustomed
impartiality of nature, we should be induced to imagine, that she had
invested the female mind with superior strength as an equivalent for
the bodily powers of man. But waving this however palpable advan-
tage, for equality only, we wish to contend.
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