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Racism and Westward Expansion

John C. Calhoun on Incorporating Mexico, 1848

Sir, we have heard how much glory our country has acquired in this war.
I acknowledge it to the full amount, Mr. President, so far as military glory
is concerned. The army has done nobly, chivalrously: they have conferred
honor on the country, for which I sincerely thank them.

... Now, sir, much as [ regard military glory: much as [ rejoice 10
behold our people in possession of the indomitable energy and courage
which surmount all difficulties, and which class them amongst the first
military people of the age. [ would be very sorry indeed that our Government
should lose any reputation for wisdom, moderation, discretion, justice, and
those other high qualities which have distinguished us in the early stages
of our history.

... It 1s without example or precedent, either to hold Mexico as a
province, or to incorporate her into our Union. No example of such a line
of policy can be found. We have conguered many of the neighboring tribes
of Indians, but we never thought of holding them in subjection—never of
incorporating them into our Union. They have either been left as an in-
dependent people amongst us, or been driven into the forests.

I know further, sir, that we have never dreamt of incorporating into
our Union any but the Caucasian race—the free white race. To incorporate
Mexico, would be the very first instance of the kind of incorporating an
Indian race; for more than half of the Mexicans are Indians, and the other
is composed chiefly of mixed tribes. I protest against such a union as that!
Ours, sir, is the Government of a white race. The greatest misfortunes of
Spanish America are to be traced to the fatal error of placing these colored
races on an equality with the white race. That error destroyed the social
arrangement which formed the basis of society. The Portuguese and ourselves
have escaped—the Portuguese at least to some extent—and we are the
only people on this continent which have made revolutions without heing
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followed by anarchy. And yet it is professed and talked about to erect
these Mexicans into a Territorial Government, and place them on an equality
with the people of the United States. I protest utterly against such a project.

Sir, it is a remarkable fact, that in the whole history of man, as far as
my knowledge extends, there is no instance whatever of any civilized
colored races being found equal to the establishment of free popular gov-
ernment, although by far the largest portion of the human family is composed
of these races. And even in the savage state we scarcely find them anywhere
with such government, except it be our noble savages—{for noble I will
call them. They, for the most part, had free institutions, but they are easily
sustained amongst a savage people. Are we to overlook this fact? Are we
to associate with ourselves as equals, companions, and fellow-citizens, the
Indians and mixed race of Mexico? Sir, I should consider such a thing as
fatal to our institutions. . . .

I come now to the proposition of incorporating her into our Union.
Well, as far as law is concerned, that is easy. You can establish a Territorial
Government for every State in Mexico, and there are some twenty of them.
You can appoint governors, judges, and magistrates. You can give the
people a subordinate government, allowing them to legislate for themselves,
whilst you defray the cost. So far as law goes, the thing is done. There is
no analogy between this and our Territorial Governments. Our Territories
are only an offset of our own people, or foreigners from the same regions
from which we came. They are small in number. T hey are incapable of
forming a government. It would be inconvenient for them to sustain a
government, if it were formed; and they are very much obliged to the
United States for undertaking the trouble, knowing that, on the attainment
of their majority—when they come to manhood—at twenty-one—they will
be introduced to an equality with all the other members of the Union. It
is entirely different with Mexico. You have no need of armies to keep your
Territories in subjection. But when you incorporate Mexico, you must have
powerful armies to keep them in subjection. You may call it annexation,
but it is a forced annexation, which is a contradiction in terms, according
to my conception. You will be involved, in one word, in all the evils which
I attribute to holding Mexico as a province. In fact, it will be but a Provincial
Government, under the name of a Territorial Government. How long will
that last? How long will it be before Mexico will be capable of incorporation
into our Union? Why, if we judge from the exampies before us, it will be
a very long time. Ireland has been held in subjection by England for seven
or eight hundred years, and vet still remains hostile, although her people
are of kindred race with the conquerors. A few French Canadians on this
continent yet maintain the attitude of hostile people; and never will the
time come, in my opinion, Mr. President, that these Mexicans will be
heartily reconciled to your authority. They have Castilian blood in their
veins—the old Gothic, quite equal to the Anglo-Saxon in many respects—
in some respects superior. Of all nations of the earth they are the most
pertinacious—have the highest sense of nationality—hold out longest, and
often even with the least prospect of effecting their object. On this subject
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also 1 have conversed with officers of the army, and they all entertain the
same opinion, that these people are now hostile, and will continue so.

But, Mr. President, suppose all these difficulties removed. suppose
these people attached to our Union, and desirous of incorporating with us,
ought we to bring them in? Are they fit to be connected with us? Are they
fit for self-government and for governing you? Are you, any of you, willing
that your States should be governed by these twenty-odd Mexican States,
with a population of about only one million of your blood. and two or three
millions of mixed blood, better informed, all the rest pure Indians, a mixed
blood equally ignorant and unfit for liberty, impure races, not as good as
the Cherokees or Choctaws?

We make a great mistake, sir, when we suppose that all people are
capable of self-government. We are anxious to force free government on
all: and I see that it has been urged in a very respectable quarter, that it
is the mission of this country to spread civil and religious liberty over all
the world, and especially over this continent. It is a great mistake. None
but people advanced to a very high state of moral and intellectual improvement
are capable, in a civilized state, of maintaining free government; and amongst
those who are so purified, very few, indeed, have had the good fortune of
forming a constitution capable of endurance.





