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Str: T am aChinaman,a republican, and a lover of free institutions;

am much attached to the principles of the government of the United
States, and therefore take the liberty of addressing you as the chief of
the government of this State. Your official position gives you a great

opportunity of good and evil.... The effect of your late message has
been thus far to prejudice the public mind against my people, to
enable those who wait the opportunity to hunt them down, and rob
them of the rewards of their toil. You may not have meant that this
should be the case, but you can see what will be the result of your
propositions.

lam not much acquainted with your logic, that by excluding pop-
ulation from this State you enhance its wealth. I have always con-
sidered that population was wealth: particularly a population of
producers, of men who by the labor of their hands or intellect, enrich
the warehouses or the granaries of the country with the products of
nature and art. You are deeply convinced yousay “that to enhance the
prosperity and preserve the tranquility of this State, Asiatic immigra-
tion must be checked.” This, your Excellency, is but one step towards
a retrograde movement of the government, which, on reflection, vou
will discover; and which the citizens of this country ought never to
tolerate. It was one of the principal causes of quarrel between you
(when colonies) and England; when the latter pressed laws against
emigration, you looked for immigration; it came, and immigration
made you what you are—your nation what it is. It transferred you at
once from childhood to manhood and made you great and respect.
able throughout the nations of the earth. I am sure your Excellency
cannot, if you would, prevent your being called the descendant of an
immigrant, forl am sure you do not boast of being a descendant of the
red man. But your further logic is more reprehensible. You argue that
this is a republic of a particular race—that the Constitution of the
United States admits of no asylum to any other than the pale face.
This proposition is false in the extreme, and you know it. The declara-
tion of your independence, and all the acts of your government, your
people, and your history are all againstyou. ...
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We would beg to remind you that whe
ness, and the nation from w
most of the arts and virtue

Tyour nation was a wilder.
hich you sprung barbarous, we exercised

s of civilized life; that we are possessed of
alanguage and a literature, and that men skilled in scie

nce and the
artsare numerous among us; that the

Q productions of our many facto-
ries, our sail, and workshops, form no smal share of the commerce

of the world; and that for centuries, colleges, schoals, charitable
institutions, asylums, and hospitals, have been as common as in
your own land. That oyur people cannot be reproved for their idle-
ness, and that your historians have given them due credit for the
variety and richness of their works of art, and for their simplicity of
manners, and particularly their industry. And we beg to remark,
that so far as the history of ourrace in Californi »

the test of truth the fact that we
make us. We came amongst you

agoes, it stamps with
are not the degraded race youwould
| asmechanics or traders, and follow-
ng every honorable business oflife. . ..

['am a naturalized citizen, your Excellency, of Charleston, South
Carolina, and 3 Christian, too; and so hope you will stand corrected
myourassertion “that none of the Asj

atic class™ as you are pleased to
term them, have applied for be

nefits under our naturalization act. |
could point out to younumbers of citizens, all over the whole conti.
nent, who have taken adva ntage of your hospitality
and Ldefy you to say that our race have e
or forfeited their claim on th

and citizenship,
ver abused that hospitality

1sorany of the governments of South
America, by an infringement on the laws of the countries into which

they pass. You find us peculiarly peaceable and orderly. It does not

cost your state much for our criminal prosecution. We apply less to
yourcourts for redress, and so far as | k

now, there are none who are 4
charge upon the state, as paupers.
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