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nor discerning between virtue and vice among us. The virtuous of our people feel

themselves sorely aggrieved under the existing state ""'"""'-.. '" are not appreciated. 
Our vices and our degradation are ever arrayed against us, but our virtues are 

passed by unnoticed. And what is still more 1an1eI1ttat>ie, our friends, to whom we

concede all the principles of ""'"W"", and v,,,,,v,", from these very causes seem to have 
fallen into the current of --·--,·--""''" uv,u.u,i:. on the stream-

living in the Lll<'.l\.,U,,<C n·rPnlrlU•P 1t 1fl and feel it not

in their hearts. Is it not very desirable that such should know more of our actual 

co11J.d1t101n: and of our efforts and 1ee11mg:s, Tr,rn,,na :uh1oc:�tu11> for our 

In the of candor and humility 
we intend by a rei:1rei;entat1on our case before the publick, with a 
view to arrest the progress of and to shield ourselves the consequent 
evils. We wish to conciliate all and to irritate none, we must be firm and unwavering 
in our principles, and perservering in our efforts. 

John B. Russwurm, Colonization Endorsed 

The African colonization movement divided free black communities. A 
minority advocated the Liberian alternative as the only hope for 

their existence. The most black colonizationist 
was John B. Russwurm (1799-1851), the second black to earn an 
American degree when he graduated in 1826 from Bowdoin 

He left Freedom's Journal in 1829, acc:eo1tea an 
from the Maryland Colonization Society, and sailed for Liberia, where 
he eventually served as governor of the Maryland-in-Liberia 
settlement. In the following editorial, he explains his reasons for 
endorsing colonization.* 

We feel proud in announcing . ourselves ready to embrace the first 
convenient �-.,��"· to embark for the shores of Africa .. 

The subject of Colonization is important, as a great bearing on that 
of for it must be evident that the universal 1ern.a.rn,11,J,:1u�,u so ardently desired by 
us & by all our friends can never take place unless some door is opened whereby the 
emancipated may be Pmrm,>n as fast as their chains, to some other 
land beside the free states; for it is a fact, that prejudices now in our part of the country, 
are so high, that it is often the remark of liberal men from the south, that their free 
people are treated better than we are in the boasted free states of the north. If the free 
states have passed no law as forbidding the emigration of free persons of colour into 
their it is no reason that will not, as soon as find themselves a little 

Freedom's Journal (New York), 14 March 1829. 










