5. Speckled Snake’s (Cherokee) Reply to
President Jackson, 1830

Brothers! We have heard the talk of our great father; it is very kind. He says he loves
his red children. Brothers! When the white man first came to these shores, the Mys.
cogees gave him land, and kindled him a fire to make him comfortable; and when the
pale faces of the south made war on him, their young men drew the tomahawk, ang
protected his head from the scalping knife. But when the white' man had warmed
himself before the Indian’s fire, and filled himself with the Indian’s hominy, he
became very large: he stopped not for the mountain tops, and his feet covered the
plains and the valleys. His hands grasped the eastern and the western sea. Then
he became our great father. He loved his red children: but said, “You must move a
little farther, lest I should, by accident, tread on you.” With one foot he pushed the
red man over the Oconee [River], and with the other he trampled down the graves of
his fathers. But our great father still loved his red children, and he soon made them
another talk, He said much; but it all meant nothing, but “move a little farther; you
are too near me.” I heard a great many talks from our great father, and they all begun
and ended the same, Brothers! When he made us a talk on a former occasion, he
said, “Get a little farther; go beyond the Oconee and the Oakmul gee [River]; there is
a pleasant country.” He also said, “It shall be yours forever” Now he says, “The land
you live on is not yours; go beyond the Mississippi; there is game: there you may
remain while the grass grows or the water runs.” Brothers! Will not our great father
come there also? He loves his red children, and his tongue 1s not forked.

6. Cherokee Editor Elias Boudinot
Opposes Removal, 1828

-~ - Our last Washington papers contain a debate which took place in the house
of representatives. on the resolution, recommended by the Committee on Indian
Affairs, published in the second Number of our paper. It appears that the advocates
of this new system of civilizing the Indians are very strenuous in maintaining the
novel opinion, that it is impossible 1o enlighten the Indians, surrounded as they are
by the white population, and that they assuredly will become extinet, unless they
are removed. It is a fact which we would not deny, that many tribes have perished
away in consequence of white population. but we are vet to be convinced that this
will always be the case, in spite of every measure taken to civilize them. We con-
tend that suitable measures to a sufficient extent have never been employed. And
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how dare these men make an assertion without sufficient evidence? What proof
have they that the systern which they are now recommending, will succeed? Where
have we an example in the whole history of man, of a Nation or tribe, removing in
a body, from a land of ¢ivil and religious means, to a perfect wilderness, in order ro
be civilized. We are fearful these men are building castles in the air, whose fall will
crush those poor Indians who may be so blinded as to make the experiment. We are
sorry to see that some of the advocates of this system speak so disrespectfully,
if not contemptuously, of the present measures of Improvement, now in success-
ful operation among most of the Indians in the United Sates—the only measures
too, which have been crowded with success, and bid fair to meliorate the condition
of the Aborigines. . . .





