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Fighting Chance: The Struggle over Woman Suffrage and Black
Suffrage in Reconstruction America
By Faye E. Dudden

7 
The Fight over the Fifteenth Amendment

It was an obvious slap in the face. With Wendell Phillips’s encouragement, the Boston woman suffragists
had called a convention in late November 1868, shortly after Ulysses S. Grant was elected president. It
was bad enough that the organizers failed to invite Susan B. Anthony. But when they first invited Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton to speak and then withdrew the invitation claiming it had been issued “by mistake,”
Stanton was furious.  She retaliated by publicizing the maladroit episode in the Revolution. The Boston
women had called “a little private convention of their own,” she wrote, to which she had been finally in-
vited despite fears that doing so “would be endorsing Seymour, Blair, Tammany, the New York World,
and the Revolution.” “We accepted the invitation,” she wrote, “and began to plan the threads of our dis-
course, and the fitting bonnet, cloak and dress (for these innocent vanities will creep into the souls of the
most strong minded).” But then, she concluded in mock-heroic tones, “Lo! Like the milkmaid in the fa-
ble, our visions of glory were all suddenly dashed to the ground; for in an evil moment the committee re-
pented themselves, and we were duly informed that the invitation was withdrawn!”  By mentioning
Blair, Stanton betrayed some awareness that she might be subject to legitimate criticism, but she was not
about to accept it from the stay-at-home Bostonians who had not lifted a finger to help in Kansas and
lacked the courage to face her in debate. Stanton was already disturbed by the news that, by all accounts,
the Republicans would shortly pass a constitutional amendment securing the right to vote for black men
but not for women. The Bostonians who presumed to rescue the women’s movement from her tainted
leadership made the political outlook even harder to face.

Feeling sure the Fifteenth Amendment was in hand, Wendell Phillips declared a “woman’s hour” in late
1868. For a moment it seemed that Stanton and Anthony might yet see woman suffrage become a reality
in Washington, D.C. But when the Fifteenth Amendment slowed and stalled in Congress, Phillips re-
versed himself again and reannounced the “Negro’s hour.” This time he had the help of Lucy Stone, who
finally arrived at a position of open
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