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Newton D. Baker, "The Treatment of German-Americans" (1918)

The spirit of the country seems unusually good, but there is a growing frenzy of suspicion and
hostility toward disloyalty. I am afraid we are going to have a good many instances of people
roughly treated on very slight evidence of disloyalty. Already a number of men and some women
have been "tarred and feathered," and a portion of the press is urging with great vehemence more
strenuous efforts at detection and punishment. This usually takes the form of advocating "drum-head
courts-martial" and "being stood up against a wall and shot," which are perhaps none too bad for
real traitors, but are very suggestive of summary discipline to arouse mob spirit, which unhappily
does not take time to weigh evidence.

In Cleveland a few days ago a foreign-looking man got into a street car and, taking a seat, noticed
pasted in the window next to him a Liberty Loan poster, which he immediately tore down, tore into
small bits, and stamped under his feet. The people in the car surged around him with the demand
that he be lynched, when a Secret Service man showed his badge and placed him under arrest, taking
him in a car to the police station, where he was searched and found to have two Liberty Bonds in his
pocket and to be a non-English Pole. When an interpreter was procured, it was discovered that the
circular which he had destroyed had had on it a picture of the German Emperor, which had so
infuriated the fellow that he destroyed the circular to show his vehement hatred of the common
enemy. As he was unable to speak a single word of English, he would undoubtedly have been
hanged but for the intervention and entirely accidental presence of the Secret Service agent.

I am afraid the grave danger in this sort of thing, apart from its injustice, is that the German
Government will adopt retaliatory measures. While the Government of the United States is not only
responsible for these things, but very zealously trying to prevent them, the German Government
draws no fine distinctions.


