7. A Senate Committee Reports on the FBI's Campaign
Against Martin Luther King Jr., 1976

From December 1963 until his death in 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was the target
of an intensive campaign by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to “neutralize”
f{im as an effective civil rights leader. In the words of the man in charge of the
FBI's “war” against Dr. King:
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the separation would reduce Dr. King’s stature. The tape recording was accompanied
by a note which Dr. King and his advisers interpreted as a threat to release the tape
recording unless Dr. King committed suicide. The FBI also made preparations to
promote someone “to assume the role of leadership of the Negro people when King
has been completely discredited.”

The campaign against Dr. King included attempts to destroy the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference by cutting off its sources of funds. The FBI con-
sidered, and on some occasions executed, plans to cut off the support of some of the
SCLC’s major contributors, including religious organizations, a labor union, and
donors of grants such as the Ford Foundation. One FBI field office recommended
that the FBI send letters to the SCLC’s donors over Dr. King’s forged signature warn-
ing them that the SCLC was under investigation by the Internal Revenue Service.
The IRS files on Dr. King and the SCLC were carefully scrutinized for financial
irregularities. For over a year, the FBI unsuccessfully attempted to establish that
Dr. King had a secret foreign bank account in which he was sequestering funds.

The FBI campaign to discredit and destroy Dr. King was marked by extreme
personal vindictiveness. As early as 1962, Director Hoover penned on an FBI memo-
randum, “King is no good.” At the August 1963 March on Washington, Dr. King told
the country of his dream that “all the God’s children, black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the
words of the old Negro spiritual, “Free at last. free at last. Thank God, almighty, I'm
free at last”” The FBI's Domestic Intelligence Division described this “demagogic
speech” as yet more evidence that Dr. King was “the most dangerous and effective
Negro leader in the country.” Shortly afterward, Time magazine chose Dr. King as the
“Man of the Year,” an honor which elicited Director Hoover’s commernt that “they
had to dig deep in the garbage to come up with this one.” Hoover wrote “‘astounding”
across the memorandum informing him that Dr. King had been granted an audience
with the Pope despite the FBI’s efforts to prevent such a meeting. The depth of
Director Hoover’s bitterness toward Dr. King, a bitterness which he had effectively
communicated to his subordinates in the FBI, was apparent from the FBI's attempts
o sully Dr. King’s reputation long after his death. Plans were made to “brief” con-
gressional leaders in 1969 to prevent the passage of a “Martin Luther King Day.” In
1970, Director Hoover told reporters that Dr., King was the “last one in the world who
should ever have received” the Nobel Peace Prize.






