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n of slaves’ politics almost always focuses on slave men, be-

ause I war it was the men whom state officials saw as a threat. But that

] of the Manigaults ever made the

mistake of underestimating the Gowrie women. Nor did they show any
reluctance to deal with them roughly. Those who proved hard to break
ere subjected to courses

of professional whipping, just like the men. In 1863 William Capers found

himself in a bratal struggle with Rose, the slave nurse of Louis’s child,

who not only resi ipping, she fought him, he said, “until she had
not a rag of clothes on.” “Before she is turned loose,” Capers wrote his
boss, “she will kno is a negro.” Like planters all over the South, the

Al

men who managed Gowrie de w of slave women’s

and struggled throughout the war with the evi-

dence of their betrayal and leadership in revolt.”
The plantation was a school of political instruction during the Civil
r, although it was the masters who struggled to learn the lessons slaves
were teaching. Jack Savage did his part. Only weeks out of a stint in the
khouse and under constant surveillance, he made a successful break
in February 1862, the very night he was to be removed to Silk Hope with

[14

his wife, Amey. Savage managed to stay out for “upwards of a year. . . in
the dense Carolina swamp near the McPherson plantation in company

with ‘Charles Lucas’ [anot} 1and other runaway Negroes.”
In this, obviously, he had help. Jack Savage emerged from the swamp after
a year, half st: is owner said. But he 1 only a month be
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he threatened to run again, saying ad not come home to be killed

up with work” Manigault, whose family had owned Savage since 18:
finally sold him in the fall of 1863, al a man in Columbus, Geor-
gia, for the hefty sum of $1,800. Rumors persisted that Savage had foiled

the sale and was still in the area.” On Gowrie, marronage was an antislav-

- ery strategy used especially by slaves—men and women alike.

anigault and Jack Savage, sale was not
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