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A great deal might be said concerning

w\film versiom of ¢ Th~ Clansman.”

‘THE BIRTH OF A NATION.

Film Version of Dixon's “The Clans-
man’’ Presented at the Liberty.

““The Birth of a Nation,” an clab-
orate new motion picture taken on an
ambitious scale, was presented for the
first time last evening at the Liberty
Theatre. With the Aaddition of much
preliminary historical matter, it is a
film version of some of the melodra-
matic and inflamimatory material con-
tained in * The Clansman,’”’ by Thomas
Dixon. e :

the spirit revealed in Mr. Dixon's -re-
view of the unhappy chapter of Recon-
struction and concerning the sorry ser-
vice rendered by its plucking at old
wounds. But of the film as a film, it
may be reported simply that it is an
impressive new iliustration of the scope
of the motion picture camera.

An extraordinarily iarge number of
people enter into this historical pageant,
and some of the scenes are most ef-
fective. . The civil war battle pictures,
taken in panorama, represent enormous
effort and achicve a striking degree. of
success. One interesting scene stages a
_eproduction of the auditorium of Ford’s
Theatre in Washington, and shows on
the screen the murcer of Lincoln. In
terms of purely pictorial value the best
work is done in those stretches of the
film that follow the night riding of the
men of the Ku-Klux Klan, who look
like a company of avenging spectral
crusaders sweeping along the moonlit
roads. . .

The “Birth of a Nation,” which was
prepared for the screen under the di-
rection of D. W. Griffith., takes a full
evening for its unfolding and marks
the advent of the two dollar movie.
That ie the price sel for the more, ad-
vantageous' seats in the rear of the
Liberty’'s auditorium. »

It wus at this same theatre that
the stage version of ‘‘ The Clansman "
had a brief run a little more than nine
vears -ago, as Mr. Dixon himself re-
called in his curtain speech last even-
ing in .the interval between the -two
2cts. . Mr. Dixon alsu observed that he
would have zllowed none but the son
of a Cohfederate soldier to direct the,
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