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Marcus Garvey, "Africa for the Africans”
(1921)

Ihere 1s a mad rush among races everywhere towards national
independence. Everywhere we hear the cry of liberty, of freedom, and
ademand for democracy. In our corner of the world we are raising the
cry for liberty, freedom and democracy. Men who have raised the cry
for freedom and liberty in ages past have always made up their minds
to die for the realization of the dream. We who are assembled in this
Convention as Delegates representing the Negroes of the world give
out the same spirit that the fathers of liberty in this country gave out
over one hundred years ago. We give out a spirit that knows no com-
promise, a spirit that refuses to turn back, a spirit that says “Liberty or
Death”, and in prosecution of this great ideal—the ideal of a free and
redeemed Africa, men may scorn, men may spurn us, and may say
that we are on the wrong side of life, but let me tell you that way in
which you are travelling is just the way all peoples who are free have
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travelled in the past. If you want liberty you yourselves must strike
the blow. If you must be free you must become so through your own
effort, through your own initiative. Those who have discouraged you
in the past are those who have enslaved you for centuries and it is not
expected that they will admit that you have a right to strike out at
this late hour for freedom, liberty and democracy.

It falls to our lot to tear off the shackles that bind Mother Africa.
Canyoudo it? You did it in the Revolutionary War. You did it in the
Civil War; You did it at the Battles of the Marne and Verdun; You did
it in Mesopotamia. You can do it marching up the battle heights of
Africa. Let the world know that 400,000,000 Negroes are prepared to
die or live as free men. Despise us as much as you care. Ignore us as
much as you care. We are COMING 400,000,000 strong. We are com-
ing with our woes behind us, with the memory of suffering behind
us—woes and suffering of three hundred years—they shall be our
inspiration. My bulwark of strength in the conflict for freedom in
Africa, will be the three hundred years of persecution and hardship
left behind in this Western Hemisphere. The more I remember the
suffering of my fore-fathers, the more I remember the lynchings and
burnings in the Southern States of America, the more I will fight on
even though the battle seems doubtful. Tell me that | must turn
back, and I'laugh you to scorn. Go on! Go on! Climb ve the heights of
liberty and cease not in well doing until you have planted the ban-
ner of the Red, the Black and the Green on the hilltops of Africa.

Questions
1. How does Garvey define black freedom?

2. How do you think Garvey felt that African independence would benefit

black Americans?






