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The word “feminism” entered the political vocabulary for the first time in
the years before World War 1. It expressed not onl v traditional demands
such as the right to vote and greater economic opportunities for women
but also a quest for free sexual expression and reproductive choice as
essential to women's emancipation. The law banned not only the sale of
birth control devices but also distributing information about them.
More than any other individual, Margaret Sanger, one of eleven chil-
drenofan Irish-American working-class family, » placed the issue of birth
control at the heart of the new feminism. She began openly advertising
birth control devices in her own journal, The Woman Rebel. In 1 916, Sanger
opened a clinic in a working-class neighborhood of Brooklyn and began
distributing contraceptive devices to poor Jewish and Italian women, an
action for which she was sentenced to a month in prison. Like the TWW
free-speech fights, Sanger’s experience revealed how laws set rigid limits

to Americans’ freedom of expression.

THE MOST FAR-REACHING social development of modern times is
the revolt of woman against sex servitude. The most important
force in the remaking of the world is a free motherhood. Beside this
force, the elaborate international programmes of modern statesmen
are weak and superficial. Diplomats may formulate leagues of nations
and nations may pledge their utmost strength to maintain them,
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statesmen may dream of reconstructing the world out of alliances,
hegemonies and spheres of influence, but woman, continuing to
produce explosive populations, will convert these pledges into the
proverbial scraps of paper; or she may, by controlliing birth, lift moth-
erhood to the plane of a voluntary, intelligent function, and remake
the world. When the world is thus remade, it will exceed the dream
of statesman, reformer and revolutionist.
PN

Most women who belong to the workers’ families have no accurate
or reliable knowledge of contraceptives, and are, therefore, bringing
children into the world so rapidly that they, their families and their
class are overwhelmed with numbers. Out of these numbers . .. have
grownmany of the burdens with which society in general is weighted;
outof them have come, also, the want, disease, hard living conditions
and general misery of the workers.

The women of this class are the greatest sufferers of all. Not only
do they bear the material hardships and deprivations in common
with the rest of the family, but in the case of the mother, these are
intensified. Itis the man and the child who have first call upon the
insufficient amount of food. It is the man and the child who get
the recreation, if there is any to be had, for the man’s hours of labor
are usually limited by law or by his labor union.

Itis the woman who suffers fm‘;t from hunger, the woman whose

clothing is least adequate, the woman who must work all hours, even

though she is not compelled, asin the case of millions, to gointoa fac-
tory to add to her husband’s scanty income. It is she, too, whose health
breaks first and most hopelessly, under the long hours of work, the
drain of frequent childbearing, and often almost constant nursing
of babies. There are no eight-hour laws to protect the mother against
overwork and toil in the home; no laws to protect her against ill
health and the diseases of pregnancy and reproduction. In fact there
has been almost no thought or consideration given for the protection
of the mother in the home of the workingman.
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