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Major Problems in the History of the American West

W. M. Black’s Plea for
Aid for Montana Farmers, 1921

SHELBY, MonTay,
JuLy 28, 1921

Hon. Josepn M. Dixon,
HEeLENA, MONTANA

My Drar Sz

1 have been requested by severs]

Tresponsible persons in this vig
place the following situation before you.

mity to
-+ . Owing to continued Crop

and will have very little to wear to keep them fr

om suffering when cold
weather approaches. They will also find it al

most impossible to obtain fuel

¢rop, bread and eggs. Th

to buy a little sugar and syrup. The children are almost naked, and are
indeed a pitiable sight. Other instances might also be cited, some better
than this, others worse. One family of eight, the mother an invalid, only
one cot in the single room shack, the oldest child about twelve years of

now obtaining. They will

become our future citizens.
Immediate ajd for so

me is required in the line of food and clothing, A




Reservations and Howmesteads 413

not the railroad fare. But many could leave and obtain work if they had
the transportation. Others might find work in the localities in this State
where crops are good if there was a system of finding where this work
could be had, and some means of getting the man there. These people are
all American born largely, and feel that it is their fault that they are in the
condition they now find themselves and do not like to ask for aid. . | .

Now Governor, I have written at length on this as | feel deeply about
it. I know these people personally, some are my neighbors. | believe a
more extended action should be taken by the Red Cross, or some such
organization for this refief, .

We feel that the present representative of the Red Cross .. has not
grasped fully the situation which exists. Many of these people donated
eagerly what they could from their small living during the war . and
now, owing to no fault of theirs, they are certainly entitled to relief.

Yours RespEcTFRULLY,

W. M. BLACK



